Energy for a Net Zero Society
1. Call for Contributions
We are looking for exciting and innovative work on the challenges of delivering net
zero - from academia, practitioners and business.
At the conference we will be running three parallel or ‘breakout’ sessions each of
which will have six streams featuring the latest research, policy and industry
analysis.
If you would like an opportunity to present in one of these sessions you need to
submit a proposal that briefly summarises your case study or research.
Presentations are intended to facilitate the sharing of professional and academic
experiences and lessons learned and not to advertise proprietary products or
services. It is important that papers are based on sound analysis.

Topic Areas
The 2020 research conference will focus on building the foundations and policies of
the low carbon transition aimed at achieving a net zero carbon society in a way that
is fair and just.
It will examine the technology, economic, financial and societal challenges for net
zero heat, transport and industry:
•
•
•

Technical – the new technologies and technical solutions for decarbonising
the economy including digitalisation
Economic – consideration of the costs, where they fall and who pays
Social – consideration of the impacts on people and the environment; how we
use energy in homes, transport and in business and industry and the ways
this needs to change, behavioural and institutional changes required for
achieving net zero in homes, transport, business and industry , how we
interact with the technical solutions.

These three issues are highly relevant to every single one of the parallel themes and
therefore do not exist as standalone themes themselves.

Parallel Session Topics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Business models, digitalisation and markets: heat, transport, industry, big
data, automation, data protection, ownership models, regulation, market
structure, decentralisation, energy as a service
Demand: future prospects, efficiency, demand reduction, flexibility,
electrification
Energy and other resources: resource availability, critical materials,
geopolitics, transport, security, prices
Energy production and supply: fossil fuels, electricity, ‘molecules’ (e.g.
hydrogen, ammonia), heat, energy storage, carbon capture, multi-vector
systems, sector coupling, flexibility
Consumers and energy publics: public attitudes and acceptance, social
movements, workers, civil society organizations, consumer protection, fuel
poverty
Environment and ethics: broader environmental risks and benefits;
distributional justice, procedural justice, intergenerational justice,
environmental justice; sustainable development goals
Finance: investment needs; funding sources; research, development and
demonstration
Governance and policies: national/regional/local/international institutions,
carbon budgets and accounting methods, market-based instruments,
regulation, voluntary measures, divestment and transition policies
Innovation: Research and development, public and private investment, new
technologies, difficult to decarbonise sectors
International: leakage, consumption based emissions, border trade
adjustments, export potential for low carbon technologies
Macro-economy: GDP impacts of net-zero, low-carbon industrial strategy,
export markets, post-growth theories
Whole energy systems and infrastructure: multi-vector analysis, whole
systems analysis (incl. socio-economic and socio-technical analysis),
electricity and hydrogen networks, CO2 pipelines and storage, district heating,
stranded assets, repurposing of existing infrastructure, decentralised systems.

The list is not exhaustive.

Who should submit a proposal?
People often think that you have to be an academic or economist to speak at a BIEE
conference. This is not the case. (for example our 2018 parallel sessions included
contributions from BEIS, Ofgem, Energy Systems Catapult, Npower, Which?,
Elexon, Cambridge Econometrics to name but a few)

Submissions are welcomed from
•
•
•

Academic researchers from the economic, social, behavioural and technology
research communities
Energy analysts and policy thinkers from the industry, financial, policy,
consulting, media and communications communities
PhD students and young energy professionals

One of the main aims of this conference is to ensure that a wide a range of
viewpoints and perspectives are represented, so do consider making a submission
even if you don’t fit one of these categories.
The energy sector has historically been very technology focused, but Net Zero
requires a more interdisciplinary approach. We plan to reflect this in our conference
sessions which will examine the social and economic, as well a technological
changes required to deliver Net Zero.

Formats
Submissions aligned to the conference theme are welcomed for
•
•
•

Paper presentations which can be academic papers, practical case studies or
comment on current energy policy, economics or finance issues
‘Dialogue’ sessions. An interactive format which allows for broader discussion
of energy economics and policy issues.
‘Student Pitches’ for PhD and MSc students and young energy professionals

( working in the energy industry for less than 5 years).
Paper Presentations
What is a paper presentation?
A standard presentation, normally in PowerPoint format, on one topic in a 90 minute
session comprising 3 papers. Each presenter has 20 minutes presentation time with
10 minutes for Q&A
The abstract should briefly describe the research or case study to be presented. It
should be no more than a single page ( ~ 400 words but no more than 600) and
include
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Overview of the topic including its background and potential significance
Brief explanation of the relevance of the topic to the themes of the conference
Methodology: how the matter was addressed
Results: Key and ancillary findings
Conclusions : lessons learned, implications, next steps
References
Keyword set

(Academic and non academic submissions will be reviewed separately and
academic criteria will not be used to assess non academic submissions)
Dialogue Sessions
Dialogue sessions are a new and popular format introduced in 2016 to provide more
time for discussion and debate.
What is a Dialogue Session?
A ‘Dialogue’ session is a form of roundtable discussion session that allows for a
broader discussion of energy economic and policy issues. Each 90 minute session
will be organised around a provocative question, such as ‘Can gas provide a bridge
to a low carbon future?’ Sessions will begin with 3 to 5 panelists providing a fiveminute commentary on that question (without slides). This will be followed by Q&A,
discussion and debate from the floor and the session will end with a brief summing
up from each of the panelists (10 mins total).
Proposals for these sessions should
•
•

•

Include both the theme to be discussed and proposals for the panel members
to contribute.
Panel members should be selected to represent a range of viewpoints in
terms of industry sectors, ages and backgrounds, not forgetting gender
balance. We would encourage you where possible to include a young energy
professional/phd student as part of your panel. Panel member suggestions
are not binding but the proposer should have some confidence that nominated
panel members are willing and able to participate. The conference committee
reserves the right to propose additional or alternative panel members if
required.
Themes should be: a) relevant to the overall theme of the conference; b)
relevant to topical economic, policy or academic debates; and c) preferably
provocative and likely to stimulate debate.

Panelists are not required to submit written papers/articles for publication but may do
so if wished, provided the paper relates to the theme of the Dialogue session.
Papers or articles can be submitted on an individual or group basis and must be
received by September 1st.
Student and Young Energy Professionals 'Pitch'
PhD and MSc students and young energy professionals and are invited to submit an
abstract for consideration either as a full paper (as above) or for a short ‘student
pitch’ in the student collaboration and networking event at the end of the first day of
the conference. Students should select the ‘Paper’ format type if they wish their
abstract to be considered for full paper presentation. All student abstracts submitted
for full paper presentation will automatically be considered for student pitch
presentation if they are not accepted as papers.

What is a student pitch?
A ‘student pitch’ consists of a short presentation of the student’s research topic or
project, and the series of pitches will be followed by themed discussions with other
students and established professionals.
A pitch will last 3 minutes and should comprise 1 title slide and 1 presentation slide.
This is a (slightly extended) version of the well-known ‘elevator pitch’, aiming to
interest others in the problem you are addressing, the approach being taken (and the
emerging results, for those nearing the end of their studies). Experienced academics
will act as facilitators for the session and conference attendees will also be invited to
attend and take part in group discussions afterwards. Students are welcome to bring
posters or other materials to display in the room.
Students should select the ‘Student Pitch’ format type if they want their abstract to
be considered for ‘Student Pitch’ presentation only. Students submitting abstracts for
this format may write an abstract of approx. 200 words. The abstract should outline
their PhD topic (or the aspect of their topic they will talk about). Selection criteria will
be a combination of quality, originality, and relevance to the conference theme.
Students whose abstracts are accepted either for full paper or ‘Student pitch’
presentation will have priority for the limited number of discounted student places at
the conference and be entitled to some assistance with travel costs. Students should
confirm that their student status when submitting their abstract, so they can be
identified as eligible for a discounted place. Students must also be BIEE student
members to qualify for these discounts and travel assistance. BIEE student
membership costs £10 and students can join here
Academic Submissions
Please note that an academic paper that is too narrowly focused on improving the
academic tools of energy economics, without showing how they might be applied to
real-world issues, is less likely to appeal to the committee than one which goes on to
address a practical question.
Further guidance for academics is available here What makes a good BIEE
abstract

2. Submission Guidelines
These guidelines are designed to help you navigate the submission process
especially if this is the first time you have made a submission to this conference.
Though it may look complex, once your proposal is ready it should only take you
about 10 minutes to complete the online submission.
All proposals submitted to the conference will be independently reviewed by
members of the Conference Programme Committee. Reviews will be blind.
We are actively seeking submissions from both academic and non academic
institutions to ensure we achieve a mix of viewpoints and perspectives in every
session. Please ensure you select the appropriate track (academic /non-academic)
when you submit your proposal. Academic and non academic abstracts will be
reviewed separately according to their own criteria.
The closing date for submissions is March 3rd
The Committee will assess each submission in terms of quality, originality, and in
terms of relevance both to the conference theme and to a mixed audience of energy
professionals and academics. We are looking for exciting and innovative work on
the challenges of delivering net zero.
We will endeavour to notify you of the outcome w/c April 27th (by email).

How to Submit Your Proposal
•
•
•
•

•

Please read the Call for Contributions and the guidelines below before
submitting your proposal.
Proposals are required for all submission types ( Paper /Dialogue /Student
Pitch ).
Proposal must be submitted online via the Exordo system. We do not
accept email submissions.
If your abstract is accepted, at least one of the presenter(s) must register to
attend the conference by June 18th in order to have the presentation
timetabled (The Committee reserves the right to withdraw a paper/dialogue
session/student pitch from the programme if the author/presenter has not
registered by this date).This includes dialogue session panelists.
Authors of accepted papers are required to grant the BIEE a non-exclusive
license to publish their abstract and paper on the BIEE website and will be
required to confirm this following acceptance. A non-exclusive license does
not preclude subsequent publication elsewhere (economics journals generally
accept the pre-publication of “working paper versions” such as these). The
paper can be a full paper extended abstract or report of case studies or trials.
Papers should be submitted in advance of the conference by September 1st.

Preparation of your submission
•

•

•
•

You should write an abstract /executive summary of approximately 400 words,
but please do not exceed 600 words. If you wish to include diagrams or tables
as part of your submission you can upload these in jpeg format.
For students and young energy professionals submitting abstracts for
the ‘Student Pitch’ presentation format only an abstract of approx. 200 words
is sufficient.
The title should be as brief as possible but long enough to indicate clearly the
nature of the study.
Dialogue proposals should include summary of the theme to be discussed as
well as a list of suggested panel members. Panel members should be
selected to represent a range of viewpoints industry sectors ages and
backgrounds, not forgetting gender balance. Panel member suggestions are
not binding but the proposer should have some confidence that nominated
panel members are willing and able to participate.

The submission process
•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•

•

When the proposal is completed and ready to send, click here to go to the Ex
Ordo abstract submission system where you can register and create an
account or log in.
You will be taken to a screen from which the submission process starts. It is a
multi-step process which asks you to select abstract format enter
abstract title and text, select topics, add authors affiliations and presenter
information, and review your submission.
There are two tracks, academic and non-academic. Please select the one that
is most appropriate to you and your submission.
PhD and MSc students should select the 'Paper' format type if they wish their
abstract to be considered for full paper presentation. All student abstracts
submitted for full paper presentation will automatically be considered for
'Student Pitch' presentation if they are not accepted for paper presentation.
Students should select ‘Student Pitch’ format type if they wish their abstracts
to be considered for ‘Student Pitch’ presentation only.
All students should confirm their student status by ticking the relevant box in
the Additional Questions section.
When submitting your abstract please select the topic(s) that best fit your
abstract. Session topics are listed on the submission form but refer to
Conference Themes if you need more information. Abstracts are expected to
show a clear link to the overall conference theme and chosen topic (s).
You will be asked if you would be willing to write a conference blog on your
research topic if your abstract is accepted. These blogs are published on the
BIEE website and social media in the run up to the conference and help
generate interestin the topic as well as the conference. You can see an
example here.
For programme purposes, please enter the short biography (max 200 words)
of the presenting author (who will attend the conference) in the Biography
section and the job title of the presenting author in the Additional Questions
section.

•
•

•

•

Please ensure you check your proposal before submission. We will publish it
exactly as submitted so please proof read it carefully.
Once your abstract has been submitted you will receive a confirmation email
from ExOrdo. If you do not receive this email, it means you have not
completed the submission process.
If you are submitting more than one proposal, you can log back in to your Ex
Ordo account (using the same email address and password) to submit a
second one.
Following submission, authors may log back in and amend their abstracts until
the closing date of March 3rd (23.59 ) after which it will not be possible to
make further alterations. Submissions will not be accepted after March 3rd.

Presenter attendance at the conference
If your abstract is accepted, at least one of the presenter(s) must pay the registration
fee and attend the conference. In order to have the presentation timetabled
presenters must register by June 18th to attend at least for the day on which their
session takes place. (The Committee reserves the right to withdraw a paper/dialogue
session/student pitch from the programme if the author/presenter has not registered
by this date). This includes dialogue session panelists. There is a discounted
registration rate available for panelists and presenters. A day rate is also available.

Important Dates
Abstract Submission Deadline: March 3rd 2020
Notification of Outcome: w/c April 27th
Presenter Registration Deadline: June 18th
Paper Submission Deadline: September 1st.
Presentation Deadline: September 11th
Conference: September 22nd - 23rd 2020
Contact Us
If any queries relating to your abstract then please do not hesitate to contact Sarah
Jeffery conference@biee.org or phone 07900 216267

